
 

 

Townsend Primary School 
Townsend Street, London SE17 1HJ 

Telephone: 020 7703 2672 

Headteacher: Anne Stonell 

Deputy Headteacher: Karen Collins 

 

 

 

  Email: office@townsend.southwark.sch.uk                     Website: www.townsendprimary.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
21st July 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Carers and Staff  
 
What a year we have all been through! 
All of your governors, including Mrs Stonell, spent most of the autumn term working to develop a partnership with a 
neighbouring school in the hope that families would continue to have access to a local school for the foreseeable future. 
When a partnership could not be agreed we were disappointed to:  

 be informed in November that the LA would consult on a proposal to close Townsend 
 go through a stressful and emotional consultation process involving over 20 meetings with various groups, 

many of which you attended and all of which Mrs Stonell and I attended.  

 be informed on February 28th by the Strategic Director of Children’s and Adult Services that the proposal to 
close the school had been terminated. 

As you know, there were two reasons for the termination; that the response from you and the local community was 
overwhelmingly positive and that a report provided by the Director of Education to the council contained a statement, 
concerning the actions of the governing body, that was false and misleading. 
In the words of someone famous, “You could not make it up” 
In the meantime, our staff, regardless of the draining process they have been through, have worked hard and kept their 
focus on the children in their care. Please accept the gratitude of all governors. 
 
What does the future look like for Townsend School? 
Presently, because pupil numbers have continued to fall, classes can be combined and for the first time in a number of 
years our income will cover our costs. More positively, following our experience, the LA is currently developing a 
borough-wide plan to reduce the number of school places and Townsend will be part of that plan. We should know 
more about this plan next term and what it will mean for us. Of course, we will inform you then. 
 
On a joyous note, governors are delighted to congratulate all our children on the enormous progress they have made 
this year. In particular, well done to Year 6 who achieved at the national level or above in all of their Key Stage 2 
SATs (Reading, Writing, Maths and Combined subjects). Without the outstanding work of all staff and the support of 
parents and carers this progress and achievement would not be possible. Thank you all. 
 
Four members of staff are leaving us at the end of term, one was covering maternity leave and the other three 
members are teaching nearer to home. We wish them both success and happiness in the next phase of their lives. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank all governor colleagues for the time they volunteer but mostly for the 
experience and skills they bring to our discussions and decision-making. 
On their behalf, may I take this opportunity to thank Mrs Stonell and all of the Townsend staff, pupils, parents and 
carers for their continued commitment to making this school a safe, caring and stimulating place to learn!  
 
Have a very happy holiday.  
  
Norma McCance 
Chair of Governors  
Townsend Primary School 
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